2000 Riot at Georgia Prison

REIDSVILLE, Ga. (AP) —
Screaming prisomers assaulited
puards with metnal posts wrenched
from beds Tuesday before bear gas
bombs quelled a riot of about 2,000
lmmates nt Georgia State Prison.

The riot broke out Just hours
after & hlast from a tower guard’s
shotgan halted an ezcape atiempt
by three convicts shortly after
midnateht.

The three convicts were armed
with homempde knives.

Fred Mallford, staio prisen di-
rector, described the riol as a
*camplete Insurrection.™

Hallford estimated that 2,000 of
the prison’s 3,071 Inmates were in-
volved in the two-hour outburst,

Beveral pguards, he reported,
were asmaulied with metal posts
wrenched from prison beds, None,
however, was serlously hart,

Hallfard said the main disturb-
ance began ameng a group of pri-

soners aboul 7 am. as they were
marching from the dining area
back to the dermitories. It spread
gulckly to oither groups.

Hallford sald one guard suffer-
ed o heart attack at the height of
the outbreak.

Forty state troopers were rush-
ed to the prison whea the troable
began and 30 more wers called In
ater.

“It"s luchy we had the irospers

on hand,” Hallford sald, "Olher-
wise it might have been ghasily.™

During the estape attempt the
tonvicts, wearlng waiforms token
from thiee overpowered gunrds,
wers headed toward o fence when
spotbed by a tower guard,

The guard, B. P. Peavy, fired
buckshot at the three men when
they knored his warning. Lopas
Roy Caughorn and Ralph Cozzalle
ano were wolnded and the third,
Robert O. Sims, surrendersd.
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