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3 WORDS SAID IT ALL:
‘60D BLESS AMERICA

AN RUTHORITID USaOfRICLAL P W& Pl
FOE THE U ARMID FORCES OF Tl PACWI COMMANS
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Wednesday, Feb. 14, 1973

Col. Phones Nixon:

A
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The Men  Say Thanks |

CLEMENTE,
lA'F'} President Nixon I:llrd
by telephone Monday with am
Air Force colopel beld captive
by the North Vietmamese for
nearly eight years and tald
him, “Your sacrilice has mot
beeen in wokm,™

“I wanl you fo keow how
enormowsly prood we are of
you and all the men"™ XNizon
todd Col. Robipson Risper, of

Oklaboma City, Okla., who
inttiated 1he call from
Clark Air Base in the Philip-
Mnes

In their foor-minute conver
sation, Nixea lold the officer, a
prisoner of war for 7% years,
tkat the call was “one of the
mosl moving moments™ of his
presidency.

Press secretary HRosald L.
Ziegler, who relayed details of
the conversation. said the 48

veteran told Nixoa, “All of the
mea woald like to meet you
persoaally and express grat-

:lu-d-t' for what you have done.

“My time is yours on that
poinl,” Nixen responded, Zieg-
ler said the President added
that a meetlng could be ar
ranged after the prisoners are
reanited with their families asd
loved ones,

Because “you and the men
have been through so muech”
the President said, “Nethiag
would mean more o0 me than
o meel with you persoaally
and express gralitude on behall
of mysell apd the American
people for your sacrifices.”

oegler said no speciflic time
was set for a presidential meet.
ing with the returning POWs,

The press secretary sald the
colonel thanked Nixon for *“'his
personal efforts to get s out of

f..-—""".-

Lt. Cmdr. Everett Aharez Jr. b greeted by
Adm. Noel Gayler, commander-in-chiel, Pacific  Alvarez had been held caplive in North Vietnam

year-old palot, a World War [

‘It's Robbie, All Right

(Conlizned oa Back Page, Ual, )

Emotional Return of a Hero

CLARK AIR BASE. Philippines (AP)—"It"s
Robbée, all right,” sald the middle-aped U5 Air
Force colonel standing in the crowd as a trim
ligure polied bis head from the open door of the
Cldl and then emerged on the arm of an escort,

A mar went wp from the hundreds of American
Air Force men awsembled at planeside, The
colonel joined in and began clapping. Tears were
coursing down his face,

The object of their applause straightened
ax his fool touched the tarmac. He smiled
walked gnescorted to a microphone and began
speaking. After 7% years as a prisoner of war,
Robibie Risner was back among bis own kind,
the U.S. Air Force professionals,

Col. Robinson Risner, 45, was one of the 118
Americas war prisoners released from  North
Vietnam Monday. And he was alwn one of the
masl Samous,

The daring aviator from Oklaboma City, Okla.,
o weleran lber, his experience dating 1w
World War Il and Korea,

Risner was a natural for the Vietnam war
becawse he was serving as commander of the
6t Tactical Fighter Squadron ot Kadena Air
Foree Base, Okinawa, when Presidenl Lynden
B. Johnsen began the air war against North Viet-
nam early im 1965

Risner took his squadron of F105 bombers 1o
Korat, Thalland, and begam launching daily mis-
sions against Hanod supply lines and communica-
tions meiworks. He became so well ksown that
be was a cover subject for Time magarine,

Then on Sepl. 18, 1W3, Risser's luck ran out
He was shot down and captured by the North
Victnamess,

The Air Force mourned the loss of one of its
lavarite sons,

“Just a few months belore be went down [ was
in Washington fto sce him pel presented with
e Air Force Croas for hin Vietram fying. and
that s the best medal the Air Force can give,”
said one coloncl watching him deplane Monday.

Ax the years wenl by, many more [lers were
shot down over Vietnam. But the name of Risner
was stll a magic one ameng Air Force preles-
sionals. While in prison he was promoted 1o the
rank of full colonel,

Little was heard from the capiured Mier unbil
August of 1#3, Rennse Davis visited Hanoi then
s the head of a pacifist misdon to pick up three
released US. prisoners of war, and reporied
meeting Risner and several others,

Davis reported the Mier looked in exorilent
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formicr), and LL Gen. William G, Mosre, 13th Alr

Force cemmander, 5t Clark A-E., the Philippines,
slmee 1961
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CLARK AB, R.F. = One hundred fifteen
American pilots, released a few hours before
from the darkness of a Hanoi prison, landed
under an overcast sky at this base late Monday
and walked into the sunlight of a vibrant, tri-
umphal welcome — one in which the spirits of
many ralurnees seemed to glow brighter than

Related storirs. Pages 2, 6 picteres, Pages 12:11

those of the 2,000 persons who turned out to
greet them with cheers, banners and chants.

Several hours later 26 other Americans, including a
civilian who had been a Viet Cong prisoner for a month
less than nine years, were brought from Saigon on a
C9A medevac plane aflter an earlier release had
stalled hours nl' tense negotiation. All but one man
walked from the plane. The 19 servicemen and seven
uﬂlu.m. tired but happy, were greeted hy the tircless
crowd, One greeter waved an American flag at them.

Hoﬁpl'lal authorities said initial examinations show-
ed the men to be in good health, Their morale and dis-
cipline was very pood, a statement zaid. They were allow-
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